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POLICY:  TIMELY WARNINGS, CRIME AND SAFETY ALERTS 
   
 
 
A.   Purpose & Scope:  
 
The California University of Pennsylvania Police Department is required to issue timely 
warnings and other alerts to the campus community regarding all major crimes or incidents 
of significance that occur on or adjacent to campus and are considered threats to the 
University community in compliance with The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy and Crime Statistics Act (hereafter the Clery Act, 20 USC 1092, f, xx3) and the 
Pennsylvania Uniform Crime Reporting Act (hereafter Act 180, S.B. 668, 2003).  
 
These warnings (“alerts”) are posted and distributed in partnership with the Office of 
Environmental Health and Safety, the Office of Student Affairs, and the Office of 
Communications and Marketing through a variety of media, including the Omnilert 
e2Campus notification system, campuswide email and the University website.  
 
The warnings are designed to provide timely notification to the campus community of a 
serious crime or a safety concern. The warnings provide information regarding the matter in 
question, and assist all concerned in taking appropriate safety precautions. 
 

B.   Definition(s): 

1. Timely Warnings 
a. Are issued when a Clery Crime is committed and the crime is committed on Clery 

geography. 
b. Are generally confined to serious crimes that occur on campus and in adjacent 

areas defined in the Clery Act. 
2. Crime Alerts  

a. Are issued about individual crimes against persons (e.g., any assault, robbery, any 
hate crime), or any series/patterns of personal or property crimes (e.g., multiple 
thefts/burglaries, thefts from autos on a particular campus parking lot) in which a 
member of the University community or the University itself is the victim; and 

b. Are generally confined to crimes which occur off campus, or immediately adjacent 
to the campus. 
 

3. Safety Bulletins 
a. Are issued to warn or inform the campus community about serious crimes against 

persons that occur in nearby areas likely to be frequented by students, and/or in 
neighborhoods where significant numbers of students live in private, non-University 
housing.   

b. Are issued to provide crime prevention tips relevant to University-sponsored 
events, national holidays, and unofficial commercial or religious holidays (e.g., 
during Move-In Days and the week of New Student Orientation to remind new and 



 

returning students of commonsense steps to ensure the safety of their persons and 
their property). 

c. Are issued when a single crime or repeated pattern of crimes:  
i. Occurs only in/at one particular on-campus residence hall or off-campus 

housing location, or one University building; 
ii. Has a low likelihood of occurring in other campus locations; and 
iii. When safety tips or other advice relevant to this criminal offense or pattern 

would not be of interest to the entire University community from a crime 
prevention standpoint. 

 
4. Emergency Team 

The Emergency Team is led by the Chief of Police; other members are the director of 
Environmental Health and Safety, the vice president for Communications and Marketing, 
and two associate vice presidents for Student Affairs, or other designees as appointed by 
the University President.  
 

C.   Policy:  

1. Timely Warnings and Crime Alerts will be issued as expeditiously as possible after a 
serious crime has been brought to the attention of the California University Police 
Department. Acceptable reasons for delaying the issuance of an alert would be:  

a. Late reporting by the victim. 
b. Difficulty in making subsequent contacts with the victim to obtain necessary details 

about the crime. 
c. Delayed notification to Cal U Police because the original crime report was taken by 

another police agency. 
d. Difficulty in obtaining a copy of the crime report from another agency. 

 
2. A Timely Warning will be issued when a Clery crime is committed within the University’s 

Clery geography and represents a serious or ongoing threat to our students and 
employees.  
 

a. Clery crimes include: 
o Criminal Homicide 
o Murder and Non-negligent Manslaughter 
o Manslaughter by Negligence 
o Sex Offenses 
o Rape 
o Fondling 
o Incest 
o Statutory Rape 
o Aggravated Assault 
o Robbery 



 

o Burglary 
o Motor Vehicle Theft 
o Arson 

 
b. Clery geographic areas are: 

o On campus 
o Public property 
o Non-campus, as defined by the Clery Act (see map) 

 
3. Both the Police Department and the University have a duty to warn the campus 

community about situations that may put community members at risk. Therefore, the  
department may issue a Crime Alert when a crime that falls outside the Clery Act 
reporting procedures is reported to the department. The following criteria will be taken into 
consideration when deciding whether to issue an alert: 

a. Geographic location of the crime/incident: 
i. What is the reasonable proximity to campus or to a University 

building/facility? 
ii. Is it within reasonable “walking distance” of campus?  
iii. Is it a location or area frequented by University students for social, 

academic, recreational or other purposes?  
b. Use of a weapon: Was one displayed or used against the victim? 
c. Injury to victim: Did the victim sustain an injury requiring at least initial first aid 

treatment?  
 

4. The Police Department, in conjunction with the Office of Communications and Marketing 
and/or the Office of Environmental Health and Safety, may issue a Safety Bulletin to 
provide members of the campus community with information and advice regarding their 
personal safety or the security of their residence, vehicle or property.  

a. Safety bulletins generally are not time-sensitive, although they may be prompted 
by specific incidents (e.g., a reported robbery may prompt a bulletin about personal 
safety when traveling after dark, or a series of thefts from unlocked cars may 
prompt a reminder to keep vehicles secured). 

b. Safety bulletins may be proactive and educational in nature, providing crime 
prevention tips and safety advice for students and University employees, or for 
specific subgroups of the campus community (e.g., residents of a particular 
University housing unit, or students who might frequent a particular location). 

c. Safety bulletins are issued at the discretion of the department in the best interest of 
the University community. 

D.   Procedure(s):  

1. If an incident meets the criteria for issuing a Timely Warning or a Crime Alert, every effort 
should be made to contact the Chief of Police. Should an incident occur during non-
business hours and it is not possible to contact the chief, the assistant chief/police 



 

lieutenant/supervisor shall consult with Emergency Team member(s) to determine whether 
the process for sending an alert should commence immediately. 
 

2. The Omnilert e2Campus system is an effective means of issuing a Timely Warning or a 
Crime Alert, as well as severe weather alerts, notices of school cancellations/delays, and 
other important information.  

a. When time is of the essence, authorized personnel can activate the system and 
select the pertinent pre-established Scenario from the available list in order to 
issue a Cal U Emergency Alert via SMS (text) to registered users and a 
campuswide email to all University accounts. The preset Scenarios are intended to 
provide a general alert as quickly as possible.  

b. Follow-up notifications, or alerts that are not time-sensitive, will be developed in 
conjunction with the VP for Communications or other members of the Emergency 
Team. These communications may provide more detailed information, updates 
and/or instruction for the campus community.  

c. Additional postings, such as notices placed on the University website or on official 
University social media accounts, shall be implemented by the Office of 
Communications and Marketing as deemed appropriate by that office in 
consultation with the Emergency Team. 

d. Timely Warnings and Crime Alerts generally should include a request to notify 
University Police and/or Borough Police if the suspect is observed on or near 
campus. Provide the phone number for campus police: 724-938-4299. 

e. All alerts will be removed from the homepage of the University website no later 
than three (3) calendar days from the date of posting, unless the department is 
sending or receiving pertinent crime information relevant to the alert. The Chief of 
Police will authorize removal of the alert from the University website. 

	
3. Records shall be retained in accordance with Clery Act requirements. 

a. Printed and electronic copies of alerts will be filed in the office of the Chief of Police 
for a period of seven (7) calendar years in accordance with the Clery Act retention 
schedule. 

b. Omnilert e2Campus may serve as an unofficial archive for alerts that have been 
issued through the system. Should the University discontinue use of e2Campus, 
Omnilert will forward the archived material to the University. 

 

E.   Effective date: Sept. 17, 2019 

      Adopted:  Sept. 17, 2019   by: President’s Cabinet 

Amended Date:  
 
 



 

 

Addendum 1: 

CLERY GEOGRAPHY MAP

On-campus Property

Public Property

Non-campus Property



NON-CAMPUS MAP

Non-campus Property

ORGANIZATIONS
AND LOCATIONS

Fraternities
Acacia
649 Park St.
California, PA 15419

Alpha Kappa Lambda
600 Wood St.
California, PA 15419

Theta Xi
728 High St.
California, PA 15419

Sigma Tau Gamma
545/547 2nd St.
California, PA 15419

Sororities
Delta Zeta
507 2nd St.
California, PA 15419


